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The United Methodist Church of Sea Cliff 
Carpenter and Downing Avenues  

P.O. Box 190 
Sea Cliff, New York 11579  

Rev. Kirtland M. Watkins,  Pastor  

Greetings in the name of Our Risen Savior, 

He is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed! 

These are the words with which we greeted each other on Easter Sunday; that Sunday now past, and 

we are into the “normal” services of the church. The next church festivity is that of Pentecost, when, 

by the way, our newest church members – our confirmands – will be received into the church. Our 

church calendar, however, says that this is anything but “ordinary time”  . . . the Sundays following 

Easter Sunday are listed as Sundays of Easter right through Pentecost Sunday. I submit to you that 

this is precisely the attitude that we need to adopt and to hold, for we are EASTER PEOPLE. As 

Easter people, we subscribe to the idea that Jesus came to us as human and God together, taught 

for a brief period, was crucified, AND was resurrected. Therein lies the crux of our faith; we serve a 

risen Savior; in Him and through Him we can attain paradise.  

There is more though; for as we follow Christ, and try to live as He taught us, we find that paradise 

is something that we approach here on earth. Now, please, do not assume that I refer to paradise 

here as perfection – that we will be untroubled by problems, that we will not be attacked; in fact, we 

are assured that as followers of the Lord, we will face trials.  What we are promised is that with Him 

we will be able to find the strength to persevere and indeed the ability to conquer. 

Ephesians 6:12-18   12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 

the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground; and after you have done 

everything, to stand.  14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 

the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace.  16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 

which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  17 Take the helmet of 

salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18 And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 

Brothers and sisters, we are called to be faithful disciples; and we are also called upon to be warriors. 

We fight against an enemy that is powerful and ubiquitous, but we are given the tools to triumph. 

We must accept them, and we must use them. I pray to Him for you all, for me, for my family and 

for His Church. 

In His Name, 

In His service, 

Pastor Kirt 
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..........UPCOMING EVENTS 
 April 1st – Maundy Thursday Soup & Bread Supper and Holy Communion, 6:30 p.m. 
 April 2nd – Good Friday Worship Service, 8:00 p.m. 
 April 3rd – Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. 
 April 4th – Easter – Sunrise Service @ 7:00 a.m. @ Memorial Park in Sea Cliff 
              - Easter Service @ 10:00 a.m. @ UMC of Sea Cliff 
 April 10th – Memorial Service for Evelyn McLaughlin – 11:30 a.m.  
 April 11th - Rev. Thomas Goodhue – Long Island Council of Churches 
 April 16th thru18th – Youth Retreat to Camp Quinipet 
 April 25th – Lecture at Sea Cliff Village Hall on the Methodist Camp Ground @ 2 p.m. 
 May 16th – Reconciling Service 
 May 23rd – Confirmation Sunday 

 

...........HIDDEN TREASURE EVENT 
 

 The Hidden Treasure reveal is April 18th.  The adults who have already chosen a child 

should have started their correspondence. There are still a couple of children that have 

not been chosen, so if anyone is interested they should contact Linda Ninesling @ 671-
3936. 
 

 

  

.........DATES TO REMEMBER 
 Apri l  11 th , 18 th, 25 th - Sunday School meets    

 Apri l  11 th, 25 th – Young Adult Class meets    

 Apri l  8 th, 15 th, 22nd, 29 th – Confirmation Class Meets 
 

...........OUTREACH NEWS 
Mission Sunday 

 This year on Sunday, April 11th, our church will celebrate Mission Sunday with a 

special offering to benefit the Long Island Council of Churches.  Our guest speaker, the 

Reverend Thomas Goodhue who is the Executive Director, will share information about 
the work of the Council.  The Long Island Council of Churches is the agency which 

operates the two food distribution centers to which our ongoing non-perishable food 

items are donated and is also one of our church’s apportionments.  Coffee hour 

refreshments will be provided by UMW and Outreach.  Please help us promote this very 
worthy cause. 
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...........MAIL BAG 
Dear Friends,  

  I send a very sincere thank you to caring friends at the United Methodist 

Church of Sea Cliff.  Belle Kicinski telephoned me when I recently arrived home 

after spending an emotional afternoon at a funeral home where my friend, Joe 

Marchese, was reposing.  She immediately came over.  The tulips were beautiful 

and brightened up my den.  The lovely card with many sentiments written by 

caring people will be cherished forever.  I’m unable to find words adequate enough 

to express my appreciation for your thoughtfulness so pray my thank you will 

convey it to you.   

 I’d like to add that Joe enjoyed coming out to various programs.  He served 

twice as substitute organist and commented several times what a pleasure it was 

to accompany Bess Bell with her beautiful voice. 

            Connie Fisher 
 

.............WEBSITE CALENDAR  
 
 Our church website now has a complete listing of upcoming church events.  Please 
visit our website at http://seacliffumc.org. and check it out.  If there is an event which 

you would like to have listed, please let the office know. 

 
............STEINERS CONCERT   

SAVE THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 21 st  the Steiners  are coming to the United Methodist Church of Sea 

Cliff!! 
 

 Who, you may ask, are the Steiners ?  A good question!  They are the premier a 

cappella men's singing group from the University of Maine!  And they are fantastic!!  Do 
you know who Rudy Vally was?  He was a founder of the Steiners !  And even better - 

former UMC of Sea Cliff member, Colin Kolmar, is a current member.   

 Their program includes a wonderful evening of popular music sung in close harmony 

with true zing and style!!! 
 

So plan to come for a delightful evening on Friday, May 21st (concert starts at 7:30)!! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://seacliffumc.org/
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-  Prayer List ð 

Healing, Comfort, and Strength of Min d and Spirit  

Arlene Brown 

Catherine  DiGiovanni  

Connie Fisher  

Debbie Grosser  

Arthur Hill  

Dan Hohenrath  

Victor Johnston  

Lisa Taylor  

Miriam Winter  

For those Homebound and in Health Care Facilities  

Clayton Allen  

Helen Bell  

Bob Josephson  

Jane Lockwood  

Dot Sp rague  

Laura Valente  
Rebecca York  
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 WƻƘƴΨǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ WǳŘȅΦ  WǳŘȅ 
was a lifelong Methodist and when the two of them decided to marry in 
мфсрΣ ƻǊ ŀǎ WƻƘƴ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά²ƘŜƴ WǳŘȅ ŎƻŜǊŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎΣέ ƛǘ 
was necessary for them to meet with Rev. York, who was pastor of the 
church at that time. He has been a Methodist ever since. Although John 
had been raised Roman Catholic, his grandmother was a member of this 
church as was his aunt, Elizabeth Schweers.  
 Upon graduating from high school in Glen Cove, John went into the 
armed services; he served for three years. He likes to tell the story of his 
luck to be assigned to the Presidio in San Francisco.  There was a small 
airport there, and his job had to do with flight operations. He had to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ άƎƻέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
he talks about not being good at organization, he certainly needed that 
skill to do this job, which he really enjoyed.  
 After his time in the service, he was eƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ DǊǳƳƳŀƴΩǎ ŦƻǊ 

ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ DǊǳƳƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ WƻƘƴ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
job.  He said he did anything and everything to support the family, which now had three children.  In January 
1971, John was hired by the United States Post Office; and it was with them that he worked for 31 years. This 
was certainly a job that fit his personality for he enjoys people and being of service to others.  
 John hit the newspapers when he reported that a woman who was on his route was not picking up her 
mail.  The authorities came and found that she was indeed in need of help. John found the acclaim 
embarrassing and said that being attuned to the people he served was just part of his job. 
 When his youngest child was ready to be part of a youth group, John and Judy became their leaders. The 
congregation remembers all too well the plastic bags full of empty soda cans that the children had collected 
and stored behind the curtains in the sanctuary.  What a worthwhile and financially profitable project that 
turned out to be!   One year the Hindes took the group to Kingswood.   Although all the reservations had been 
made, the caretaker who was to open the camp for them when they arrived was nowhere to be found. After 
waiting for over an hour, action needed to be taken.  A window was broken, access was achieved, and their 
weekend began, although not before two of the group were assigned to get a piece of glass, some glazing, and 
given instructions to fix the window.  As it turned out, the caretaker never did arrive; but the group had a 
great time.   
 For over fifteen years, John has been involved with the senior choir, offering a great bass voice to the 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǳƳǇƪƛƴ tŀǘŎƘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ that he takes responsibility for setting up 
the grounds and supervising the unloading of the pumpkin truck.  Many days he and his wife Judy take 
responsibility for the 3 to 6:30 p.m. shift at the Patch, which is always the hardest time to find manpower. At 
the present time, John has added the responsibility of being Parsonage Chairman to his contributions to the 
church.    It goes without question that Rev. Watkins and Bonnie are delighted to have him be their advocate. 
 As with many people in retirement, John finds he has more to do than time in which to do it.  His children 
and grandchildren are his top priority, and he loves being a grandpa. John enjoys photography, birding, and 
making things grow.   He also helps around the house of his sister-in-law, Dorothy Paton.   
 With all that he has contributed to the youth group, the choir, the Pumpkin Patch and now the parsonage 
committee, we are indeed fortunate to have John Hinde as an active member in our midst.   
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Caroline Lucas  .... . . . . . .  9 th  

Col in Ko lmar  ... .. . . . . . . . .  8 t h  

Antonia Laruccia .. . .. 16 t h  

Al ison Girschick  .... . .  21 s t  

Matthew Girschick  .. 14 t h                          John & Judy Hinde ... 22 n d        

John Hinde Sr. .......... 23 r d  

Stacy Doering ............ 21 s t  

Marisa Fahey .............. 5 t h  

 

 
 

 

 

Tate Erin Duffy  was born Friday, February 26 th  at 1:52 PM.    She was 8 lb 2 oz. and 20 ½ 

inches long.   Proud family are parents Cara & Sean Duffy and brothers Owen & Finn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaila Zofia Neveroski  was born March 1 st.  She was 2 lb  7 oz.   

Proud family are parents Ken & Madhavi and brother Naveen.  

Lucy Ellen Jackson  was born Saturday, March 20 th .  She was 6  

lbs 10 oz. & 19 inches long.  Proud family are parents 

Shannon Meserve & Jeffrey Jackson  and brothe r Nolan Smith .
 

Erin Tate Duffy with Cara 

Shaila Zofia Neveroski 

Lucy Ellen Jackson 


