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The United Methodist Church of Sea Cliff 
Carpenter and Downing Avenues  

P.O. Box 190 
Sea Cliff, New York 11579  

Rev. Kirtland M. Watkins,  Pastor  

Greetings in the name of our Risen Savior, 

 

Summertime approaches, and with it some of us will find the time and the resources to travel from 

our “home base” and enjoy other locations.  This brings to mind some thoughts that I would like to 

share with you. 

 Remember to go to church on Sunday.  It sounds simple, but many of us neglect this in our 

desire to “get away from it all”; God is with us in all that we do, wherever we go, and our 

needs remain – some might say even more acutely when we are away from our “usual”.  Our 

need to worship Him remains.  A useful resource in looking for a United Methodist church is: 

http://nyac.com/churches; there one can find a listing of churches in your area by inputting a 

city or a zip code.  Other sources are the phone book, the local paper, or the people that you 

meet.  

 Remember, please, that the financial needs of your church continue even in the summer; LIPA 

and phone bills continue to arrive in the mail and must be paid.  Our obligations to the 

Conference continue as we are by covenant involved in ministries beyond the local church, and 

our share is reflected in the need to pay our apportionments faithfully.  

 Finally, “I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together!”.1   We are God’s 

ministers wherever we go, and we represent him. In addition, we are called to bring the Good 

News wherever we are and to proclaim Him; let us be mindful of this ministry.  Let those who 

meet us in our travels know by our actions as well as our words who we are and whose we 

are. 

 
 

In His Name, 

In His service, 

 

Pastor Kirt 

 

1.
  The United Methodist Hymnal, United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville TN, Hymn 558.
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..........UPCOMING EVENTS 
 June 4th – Youth Trip to Westbury UMC for Gospel Fest 
 June 5th – Thrift Shop & Sea Cliff Garage Sale Day 
 June 7th – UMW Covered Dish Supper @ Hempstead Harbor Club, 5:30 p.m. 
 June 9th -12th - NY Annual Conference @ Hofstra  
 June 12th – Youth Trip to NY Annual Conference, 8:30 a.m. 
 June 12th - Sea Cliff Senior Action Picnic, 12 – 3 p.m. 
 June 19th – Kathryn Brickell Piano Recital, 2-8 p.m. [Sanctuary in use.] 
 

.......... FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 5/19/10 
Current Expense Needed to Date:  $73,320.00 

Current Expense Received to Date:  $64,428.59  

Deficit:  $8,891.41 

 

Please keep pledges current as we enter the lean summer months. 
 

...........YOUTH GROUP 
 June 4th – Trip to Westbury UMC for Gospel Fest- time TBA 

 June 12th – Youth trip to the N.Y. Annual Conference, tentative schedule - leave 

home @ 8:30 a.m. – return in the afternoon 
 

............MAIL BAG 
To the Friends of Evelyn Stone McLaughlin, 

 Thank you for joining us for her Memorial Service and reception.  Thank you also 
to everyone who brought a special dish.  They were all so delicious. 

 It was exactly the kind of day mom always loved to enjoy.  God Bless you all. 

            Sincerely, 

             Lee Cymbalist 
 

...........WOMENõS RETREAT   
God is not stingy.  He does not weigh out his love for us grain by grain; he doesn't 
squeeze out forgiveness one tiny drop at a time.  Not our God—he pours out mercy in 

a flood.  He loves us more than we know.  He gives us more than we can ask or 

dream.  He's unrestrained.  Excessive.  Outrageous.  Over the Top.  See Bonnie for 

more info. 

Hartford, CT 
November 19-20, 2010 

XL Center 
Friday 10am-3:30pm & 7pm-10pm
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World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel 

May 29th – June 4th 2010 
 

The World Council of Churches is inviting member churches and related organizations 

to join a week of advocacy and action for a just peace in Palestine and Israel.  Those 

who share the hope of justice are invited to take peaceful actions, together, to create 
a common international public witness. 
 

During the World Week for P eace  in Palestine Israel , from May 29th to June 4th 2010, 
churches in different countries send a clear signal to policy-makers, interested publics, 

and their own parishes about the urgent need for a peace settlement that secure the 

future of both peoples. 
 

Yet the dream of one nation cannot be fulfilled at the expense of another. 

The action week’s message is that now: 

 It’s time for Palestinians and Israelis to share a just peace. 

 It’s time for the healing of wounded souls. 

 

..........THANK YOU 
May 21st we were treated to a concert by the Steiners.  Thank you to the Clarks for 

organizing this wonderful time.  We were able to send them on their way very well 

fed.  Four hundred eighty-three dollars was donated by those attending to defray their 

expenses. 

 

...........NEW MEMBER CLASS 
There will be a class forming for those who desire to join the United Methodist Church 

of Sea Cliff.  The most accepted time/date combination is Sunday following worship.  

We will meet June 6th, 13th, and 20th from 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. If you are coming, 

please call the office and leave your name with Holly as some materials need to be 
duplicated for our classes.   
 

In His name, 

In His service, 
 

Pastor Kirt 

 

HHaappppyy  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom and Leslie Hartman         3rd 
Bob and Janet Meyer              3rd 
Bruce and Sylvia Wagner       23rd 
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A Visit to the Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home 
   Please join us for an inspiring visit to the Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home 

on Thursday, June 17.  We will form carpools at 11:00 a.m. in the church parking lot 
and plan to arrive at the Home in time to join the residents for lunch at noon. A time 

of visiting and sharing gifts of clothing and toiletries with the residents will follow. 

Then we will join the Worship Service led by Pastor Eugenia Perez, Chaplain, in the 

Home Chapel. 
   Donations of clothing, new underwear, and toiletries are greatly appreciated. We 

will also be taking ten beautiful quilted lap robes, shown below, made by Beth Johns’ 

Aunt Sis and Uncle Jim Norton.  Beth’s aunt and uncle also made nine special quilts 

for babies which we sent to the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility for Women.  
   If you have any questions, please call Chris or Ed Stack at 676-4331. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

-  Prayer List ð 

Healing, Comfort, and Strength of Mind and Spirit  

Arlene Brown  

Joan Clark e 

Catherine  DiGiovanni  

Connie Fisher   

Debbie Grosser  

Victor Johnston  

Lisa Taylor  

Miriam Winter  

For those Homebound and in Health Care Facilities  

Clayton A llen  

Helen Bell  

Bob Josephson   

Jane Lockwood  

Dot Sprague  

Dolores Smith  
Laura Valente  

 

 

Newborn babies and Ja’lon are 

shown at the Bedford Hills 
Correctional Facility for Women 

where nine beautiful quilts, which 

just arrived, made by Beth Johns’ 
Aunt Sis and Uncle Jim Norton. 

 

Beth Johns and Pastor Kirt are 

shown with the ten quilts made by 
Beth’s Aunt Sis and Uncle Jim Norton 

for residents at the Brooklyn United 

Methodist Church Home. 
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Remembering Sid Smith  
 

  I think most church members take our beautiful pipe organ for granted and 

think it was ―always there‖. 

   Today the flowers are in memory of Sid, long time choir member, but also in 

recognition of his work as designer and builder of our church organ.  The organ was 

the dream of Clara Roesch-Herdt who enlisted Sid as her partner in fulfilling her 

dream of having a pipe organ in our sanctuary.  Many church members participated in 

a series of ―organ fund‖ concerts to help bring this dream to fruition.  I refrain from 

mentioning names for fear of omitting anyone!   

  Although Sid was a dramatic tenor with operatic aspirations, he became well-

known as the chief design engineer of the Marantz Co, manufacturers of ―top-of-the-

line‖ Hi-Fi equipment.  His designs are still regarded as ―top-of-the-line‖.  Lurking in 

the back of his mind was a dream to build a pipe organ.  He found a co-enthusiast in 

Clara Herdt-Roesch and the dream was off and running.  When enough funds had 

been raised, the project was begun and an organ builder named Carl Weiss was hired.  

About half-way through the construction, Mr. Weiss met an untimely death and Sid 

opted to finish the job.  

  Perhaps you are aware that the design fits so beautifully into the architecture 

of the church.  Sid was responsible for the design.  His father was a well known 

architect in the Chicago area and beauty and simplicity were always paramount to 

Sid’s esthetic sense. 

  It will be 10 years in October since Sid passed away and I thought it would be 

appropriate for me to share this memory and bit of church history.  Sid would have 

been 87 on May 25th.  

       Affectionately,  

        Marilyn K. Smith 

 

 
 

 
 

Henry Doering              2nd 
Katherine Doering         2nd 
David Johns                  2nd 
Clayton Allen                6th 
Nancy Hall                  8th 
Lauren Abbondondolo   9th 

Benjamin Hartman      15th 
 

George Weiss              17th 
Bonnie Watkins          19th 

Courtney Pozzi             22nd 
Lisa Hill                    25th 
Kyle Fahey                  26th 
Nicole Ninesling         27th 
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The Light Side  
 
 One day Jesus was out for a walk, strolling near the walls surrounding heaven, when he heard an old manôs 

voice call from the other side.  ñHello? Hello?ò  

 Jesus replied, ñWho is it?ò  

 ñJust a poor, old carpenter searching for his son,ò the old man replied.  

 Jesusô heart leapt with joy and he called out, ñJoseph?ò  

 The voice answered back, ñPinocchio?ò 

 

 A woman went to the beach with her children.  Her 4-year-old son ran up to her, grabbed her hand, and led her 

to the shore where a dead seagull lay in the sand:   ñMommy, what happened to him?ò the little boy asked.  

 ñHe died and went to heaven,ò she replied.  

 The child thought for a moment and said, ñAnd God threw him back down?ò 

 

 Several persons, who had worked in health care professions, having died, were lined up for (hopefully) entrance 

through the Pearly Gates into heaven, awaiting St. Peterôs ñgate-keepingò questions.  ñAnd what area of health care 

were you involved with?ò he asked the first.   

 ñI worked in a community health center in a poverty-stricken neighborhood,ò the man replied.  

 ñExcellent,ò said St. Peter, ñhow self-giving; please pass through to your heavenly reward.ò  

 ñAnd you?ò Peter asked the second.  

 ñI spent most of life in nursing, caring for the needs of suffering patients in their hospital rooms.ò  

 ñA noble calling, indeed,ò said Peter, ñyouôre in!ò  

 ñWhat about you?ò he asked the third.  

 ñMe?  Well, most of my health-care career was spent administering an HMO plan.ò  

 St. Peter got out his charts and some graphs and his pocket calculator.  He plugged in his laptop and worked the 

keyboard intensely.  After about a half-hour, he said to the man: ñIôve got some good news.  I think I can get you into 

heaven for five days.ò 

 

 The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending and to have the two as close together 

as possible.                                                               -- George Burns 

 

 A Sunday School teacher asked the children just before she dismissed them to go to church "And why is it 

necessary to be quiet in church?" 

 Annie replied, "Because people are sleeping."  
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Church Pictures  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Reconciling Service guest 

violinist-Kathryn Mattner & 
soloist-Jonathan Mattner 

Nicole Ninesling Jessica Ninesling 

Reconciling Service guest 

speaker Kate McKinnon   
Berthold 

 

Church Reading Program Winners 

Lucy Sobol 


