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The United Methodist Church of Sea Cliff 
Carpenter and Downing Avenues 

P.O. Box 190 
Sea Cliff, New York 11579 

Rev. Kirt land M. Watkins, Pastor  

Greetings in the name of Our Risen Savior,  

In the last letter, I wrote about the need to approach this Lenten season with an attitude 

of transformation -  an attitude of submission before the Lord -  an attitude that we are 

ready to accept His path toward change.  I spoke of the need to do something 

substantive to prepare ourse lves for a Lenten walk; to not cheat ourselves by merely 

ñgiving up cooked carrotsò (and yes, brothers and sisters, I have received several 

recipes for cooked carrots from you ï I appreciate them, and will probably not try 

them).  But, I did leave you kind  of dangling didnôt Ié how are we to accomplish this? 

I encourage you to take this time to develop a ñhabitò.  I read somewhere that it takes 

about a month of repetition of a behavioral pattern to develop a habit ï Lent has a 

period of 40 days, not includi ng Sundays; that seems ample time to effect a change in 

our behavior.  I would suggest that rather than eschewing carrots we might take this 

Lenten period to add something; as I mentioned in our Ash Wednesday service ï a time 

to spend with the Lord.  This could take the form of prayer, a time that you did not 

spend before to speak to Himé and more importantly to listen. It might take the form of 

reading é there are many Christian titles available; and, of course , there is The Word, 

the Bible.  Give yourself a treat, DONôT begin at the beginning and read through toward 

the end (I know the temptation, my ñorganizedò brothers and sisters ï I share your love 

of ñsystemsò).  Rather find something that speaks especially to you.  The book of Psalms 

mig ht be appropriate to you musicians; it is a book of lyrics. Proverbs has 31 Chapters; 

just right for a monthôs worth of readings.  I John has only five Chapters, and has been 

called ñthe Gospel in miniatureò.  You could embark on a plan that will have you reading 

the B ible in its entirety in a year ï there are several such programs ï see me if you want 

one.  The possibilities are endless ï as is His love.  

In His Name,  

In His service,  

Pastor Kirt  
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..........UPCOMING EVENTS 
Á March  5th  ï UMW World Day of Prayer, Church open for worship, 2 -4 p.m.  
Á March 6 th  ï Family Movie Night, 6:30 p.m.   
Á March 28 th  ï Palm Sunday Brunch, after service  
Á April 1 st  ï Maundy Thursday Soup & Bread Supper and Holy Communion , 6:30 p.m.  
Á April 2 nd  ï Good Friday Worship Service, 8:00 p.m.  
Á April 3 rd  ï Easter Egg Hunt, 10  a.m.  
Á April 4 th  ï Easter ï Sunrise Service @ 7:00 a.m. @ Memorial Park in Sea Cliff  
              -  Easter Service @ 10:00 a.m. @ UMC of Sea Cliff  
 

..........YOUTH NEWS 
April Youth Retreat to Camp Quinipet! 
On April 16 -18, Tracy Laderer will take youth in grades 6 -12 to the 

District Youth Council Retreat.   This retreat has been attended by 

our youth for several years now;  and all of the youth have had an 
amazing experience, filled with lots of fun, while developing a 

closer relationship with God and with each other.  If your 

child/youth wants to go , please have them pick up a permission slip  

from Tracy or Pastor Kirt.   There is a cost  of approximately $60 per 
youth  which covers all meals and lodging.  

 

  

.....DATES TO REMEMBER      
Á March 28 th  -  Lenten Festival , during Sunday School.  Easter Crafts & Activities.  

Á April 3 rd  ï Easter Egg Hunt , 10  a.m.  Bring a friend!  Weôll have projects and hunt for 

eggs together.  Parents ï please bring a snack to share, if you can.  
 

...........DIRECTORY CHANGE 
The new email for Sharon Conway is:   sharon.jim.conw ay@gmail.com  
 

...........MAIL BAG 
Dear Friends,  

  Thank you so very much for your kindness, as shown by the flowers left 

on my patio after the January 24th service.  I usually dry the blossoms to enjoy 

all year and to remind me of your thoughtfulness.  

Sincerely,   Laura Valente 

mailto:sharon.jim.conway@gmail.com
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............OUTREACH NEWS 
North Shore Sheltering Program  

On Monday , March 22 nd , members of the Outreach Committee will prepare a hot meal 
for the North Shore Shelter located in the Glen Cove Presbyterian Church.  This Shelter 

provides meals for 25 homeless men every evening throughout the winter months. If 

you are interested in part icipating in this mission along with Outreach, or would like 

further information, please contact Sharon Conway at 516 -676 -3181.  

Mission Sunday  
This year on Sunday , April 11 th , our church will celebrate Mission Sunday with a 

special offering to benefit the  Long Island Council of Churches.  Our guest speaker, the 

Reverend Thomas Goodhue who is the Executive Director, will share information about 

the work of the Council.  The Long Island Council of Churches is the agency which 
operates the two food distributi on c enters to which our ongoing non -perishable food 

items are donated  and is also one  of our churchôs apportionments.  Coffee hour 

refreshments will be provided by the UMW and Outreach.  Please help us promote this 

very worthy cause.  

..........THE CHURCH LIBRARY IS REOPENING 
Thanks to some book donations from church members,  

the church library has a new look.  

Here are some of the recent offerings:  

Amish Peace  

A book that Stacy Doering was involved in getting published...  

Dreams from My Father  

President Barack Obama's story...  Regardless of your politics, itôs worth reading.  

Be Not Afraid - Overcoming the Fear of Death  

A recommendation from the Rev. Tom Goodhue, a Methodist and Director of the Long 
Island Council of Churches...  

Amazing Grace  

The  story of William Wilberforce, a Methodist, who was instrumental in the abolishment 

of the slave trade...  

Have you seen the movie?  The book is better.  

Traveling Mercies  

A child of the 60ôs, Anne Lamott was leading a dissolute life.  Turning her life around 

provides the reader with a heart -wrenching but often -humorous story.  

Three Cups of Tea  

The amazing story of how Greg Mortenson is building schools in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan and what difference it is making.  

The Tie That Binds  

Bishop Richard Wilke was the speaker at the New York Annual Conference in June 2009.  

Those who heard him heartily recommended that we buy this book for our church library. 
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............NEW SERVICE BEGINNING 
 W E ARE BEGINNING A NEW SERVICE  HERE AT THE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF SEA CLIFF.   

W EDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 7:00  P.M .  WE WILL BEGIN  

 

 

 

 

 THIS  IS A SERVICE THAT IS  MUCH LESS STRUCTURED  THAN SUNDAYôS 

SERVICE AND FEATURES  AN EMPHASIS ON PRAYE R AND CONTEMPORARY 

MUSIC .   THERE MAY,  OR MAY NOT ,  BE A SMALL TALK ON S OME TEXT.   RIGHT 

NOW PLANS ARE FOR PRE-RECORDED MUSIC WITH THE POSSIBILITY IN T HE 

FUTURE FOR LIVE MUSI C (DEPENDING ON THE ABI LITIES OF OUR MUSICI ANS 

TO PROVIDE  IT .)    

 COME ,  JOIN US,  AND BE FED !  

        PASTOR KIRT 

 

............GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER BY NAME 
There is an old Moravian hymn, ñJesus Makes My Heart Rejoiceò which ends with the 

line:  

 
  ñConstant love to me He shows, 

   Yea, my very name he knows.ò 

 

It is important that we in our congregation get to know each other by name.  There have 
been requests from the congregation that we wear nametags.  The old timers need to 

get to know the newcomers, but also the newcomers need an opportunity to get to know 

the long time members.   

 

On the first Sunday of each month there will be a folder in each pew with nametags in it.  
The hope is that each person in the congregation will fill one out to wear before the 

Passing of the Peace, and greet someone whose name he does not know.  

 

Nurture Committee  
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...............HIDDEN TREASURE EVENT 
 

Meet the Children of the United Methodist 

Church of Sea Cliff  
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners,  

 

The Hidden Treasure  activity is a chance for the c hildr en to learn about and meet the 

adu lts that are involved in their c hurch.  
 

Please pick a child from the list below; and let me know, by March 14 th , of your choice 

and to insure that your selection has not already been chosen.  

 
Please correspond with the child you selected at least 3 times.  In your correspondence , 

you s hould give clues about yourself;  and on April 18 th , weôll see if they have figured out 

who their ñHidden Treasureò is. 

 
In the past , som e Adult s have given the children gifts.  P lease wait until the day of the 

reveal ; and , also , please keep the gift to a minimum of $5.00 or less.  This is purely 

voluntary , and you are in no way obligated to purchase anything.  

 

If you should have any question s, please either call, email, or see me in church.  
 

Thank you & have f un.  

Linda Ninesling    

671 -3532     
linine17@optonline.net
 
NURSERY              (3 YEARS OLD) 

Finn Blumer   (Antje & Fred)    
Naveen Neveroski     (Madhavi & Ken) 
Finn Duffy   (Cara & Sean) 
 
PRE-KINDERGARTEN    (4 YEARS OLD)   

Owen Duffy   (Cara & Sean) 
 
1st GRADE  

Jessica Ninesling        (Linda & Lloyd) 
Zachary Joseph Sullivan (Joy & Russ) 
 
2nd GRADE  

Molly Krasnoff   (Robin & Eric) 
Keri Krasnoff    (Robin & Eric) 
Christina Watkins  (Bonnie & Kirt) 
 

3rd GRADE 

Kyle Alexander Fahey  (Jodi & Paul)  
Nolan Smith    (Shannon Meserve) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
4th GRADE 
Christian Laderer           (Elizabeth & Bill) 
Ethan Laurens            (Sandra)  
Marli Watkins            (Bonnie & Kirt) 
 
5th GRADE 

Will Laderer            (Elizabeth & Bill)  
Caroline Lucas           (Ellen & Chris) 
Nicole Ninesling             (Linda & Lloyd) 
Jack OôDonnell               (Jeanne Marie & Sean) 
 
6th GRADE 

Sara Abbondondolo      (Marie & John) 
Marisa Fahey        (Jodi & Paul) 
Harrison Laderer       (Tracy & Rich) 
Alex Laurens        (Sandra)  
Cassandra Sullivan            (Joy & Russ) 

mailto:linine17@optonline.net
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............CHURCH FOOD BOX 
 

 Our Church Food Box collection for the Long Island Council of Churches Emergency 

Food Center needs our continued attention.  The needs have escalated during these 

troubled times and our church has always been there to help.  Deliveries from our Food 

Box are made to the Center in Freeport every other week.  We are told that the 
immediate urgent needs are for canned vegetables (low salt), soup (low salt), canned 

fruit, 100% fruit juice (not fruit drink), pasta, rice, complete pancake mix, instant 

oatmeal, grits, dry cereal (non/low sugar), canned beans, canned tuna/chicken/salmon 

(in water), canned stew, nuts/peanut butter/jelly, dry milk/parmalat, soap/sha mpoo and 
toiletries and blankets.  

 

On the Light Side  
 

LOTôS WIFE:  The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lotôs wife looked back 
and turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted, óòMy mommy looked back 

once while she was driving,ò he announced triumphantly, ñand she turned into a 

telephone pole.ò 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN:   A Sunday School teacher was telling her class the story of the 
Good Samar itan.   She asked the class, ñIf you saw a person lying on the roadside, all 

wounded and bleeding, what would you do?ò  A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed 

silenc e, ñI think Iôd throw up.ò 

 
DID NOAH FISH?   A Sunday School teacher asked, ñJohnny, do you think Noah did a 

lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?ò  ñNo,ò replied Johnny.  ñHow could he, with just 

two worms?ò 

 
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD:   A Sunday School teac her decided to have her young 

class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible ï Psalm 23.  She gave the 

youngsters a month to learn the chapter.  Little Rick was excited about the task ï but he 

just couldnôt remember the Psalm.  After much practice, he could barely get past the 
first line.  On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the 

congregation, Ricky was so nervous.  When it was his turn, he stepped up to the 

microphone and said proudly, ñThe Lord is my Shepherd, and thatôs all I need to know.ò 

 

BEING THANKFUL:   A Rabbi said to a precocious six year old boy, ñSo your mother 
says your prayers for you each night?  Thatôs very commendable. What does she say?ò  

The little boy replied, ñThank God heôs in bed!ò 

 

TIME T O PRAY :   A Pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night.  ñYes 
Sir,ò the boy replied.  ñAnd, do you always say them in the morning, too?ò the pastor 

asked.  ñNo sir,ò the boy replied.  ñI ainôt scared in the daytime.ò 
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{This Article appeared in Newsday on February 20 th , 2010.}  

OPINION: Sea Cliff:  

Small town USA for the past 60 years  
February 20, 2010   By SAUL SCHACHTER  

 

In 1951, the United States Information Agency, hoping to show Europeans life in a typical U.S. town, 

picked my town of Sea Cliff - noted for its close-knit families, old Victorian homes, and pristine 

beaches - to be the subject of a 20-minute film. 

 

That long-forgotten movie, whose existence was unknown to most of its residents, showed up on 

YouTube a few months ago; and while it hasn't exactly gone viral, it's holding its own in hits. 

 

The film was shot in Sea Cliff, and the cast of hundreds consisted of town residents. Called "The 

House in Sea Cliff", it mixed a lot of fact with a little fiction.  The star was Reginald "Reggie" 

Stevenson who owned Stevenson Lumber (and later became the postmaster).  In the movie, he 

played the owner of Schoelles, the old drugstore.  His real-life wife played his wife, but actors played 

their two children. 

 

The story was about how the parents felt that the teenagers in Sea Cliff had too much time on their 

hands and were likely to get into trouble. Sound familiar?  The idea, which came from real life, was to 

build a community center.  Everyone pitched in to help - kids and adults - except for Stevenson, who 

thought it was too expensive and a waste of time.  Of course, in the end, he comes around, too. 

 

The YouTube hoopla began when the movie was shown at St. Luke's Church in Sea Cliff last year.  

Attracting more than 150 people, the scene was typical small town.  A committee made sandwiches, 

provided drinks, and baked cakes and cookies.  The locals sat on folding chairs and schmoozed until 

the lights went down. 

 

There were oohs and aahs as people recognized their neighbors, friends, and relatives ("There's my 

Aunt Mary!" "Hey, that's my Uncle Fred!" "My, he looks young!").  Ed Stack, who later became 

president of the Baseball Hall of Fame, was seen as a teenage soda jerk at Schoelles.  A young John 

Burns, later mayor of Sea Cliff, and Remington Furlong, later the superintendent of North Shore 

Schools, also got screen time.  My typing teacher, Mrs. Zipperian - great-grandmother of the Janelli 

kids who are still coming through North Shore - was spotted, too. 

 

The sleepy town of Sea Cliff looked pretty much the same.  But, as 73-year-old Emily Janelli, 

daughter of my typing teacher, whispered to me, "I think Sea Cliff was busier then than it is today."   

 

Nearly sixty years later, it's not hard to see why the USIA picked Sea Cliff to represent life in a typical 

U.S. town. 

 

http://www.newsday.com/topics/Baseball_Hall_of_Fame
http://www.newsday.com/topics/John_Burns
http://www.newsday.com/topics/John_Burns
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Belle Kicinski  ........ 3rd  

Patti DiStefano .... 16th  

Helen Bell .............. 17th  

Jenny Weiss .......... 18th  

Kristin Kolmar . ... 23rd  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

 

 

 
  

Please join us at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 6th for another fun filled family movie night.  
Our movie this month will be Ψ±ŜƎƎƛŜ ¢ŀƭŜǎΩ - An Easter Carol.  EVERYONE IS INVITED!  

Admission is free, and donations for the Food Pantry are welcomed. 
 
 
Filling London with plastic Easter eggs, Ebeneezer 
Nezzer's on a rampage to make this Easter holiday 
"bigger than ever!" 
 
Cavis and Millward (Bob & Larry) and a music box angel 
named Hope (voiced by Grammy Award winning artist 
Rebecca St. James) must convince Nezzer that Easter is 
about much more than candy and eggs. 
 
Inspired by Dickens' Christmas classic, this very special 
story explains why millions of Christians around the 
world celebrate Easter past, present, and future. 
 
Fantastic songs teach us all what brings real and lasting 
joy. It is a blend of hilarious Veggie songs and classic 
Easter celebration hymns. 
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   Easter Flowers 

 
For our Easter altar, April 4th, please send in your  
donation for lilies and other spring flowers. 
 
Please return this form along with your check  
to the church office by March 25th, 2010.   
All checks should be made payable to the  
United Methodist Church of Sea Cliff, and indicate 
Easter Flowers on the memo line. 
 
Name: ____________________________________  
 
Will give:   $10, $15, $20, $25, $30, $50, other 
Circle one or write in amount $____________              
 
In Memory of Loved Ones____________________ 
 
In Loving Memory of _______________________ 
 
In Honor of _______________________________                                                  
 
Please take a plant to_______________________                                    
 
        ___   I would like to take a plant home. 
 
________ I will deliver Easter Plants. 

 

 

 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  

SOUP AND BREAD SUPPER 

&  

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

    Thursday, April 1 , 2010 

     6:30 P.M. 

 

 
 

 
 
Maundy Thursday offers an opportunity for the 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǿƘŜƴΣ 
perhaps, the associations are most fraught with 
meaning and responsive feeling.  We will celebrate 
this most important Christian Observance around 
tables with a soup and bread supper. Homemade 
soups will be served by the Nurture Committee. 
 
I/We plan to attend the Maundy Thursday Soup 
and Bread Supper and Holy Communion on April 
1st, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
I/We will bring: 
             A pot of soup 
             A loaf of homemade or bakery bread 
             A container of grape juice 
 
Name: ___________  
Number of people attending: __________   
Yes, I will need child care during the worship 
service: ________    # children________                  

(You may call the church office 
@ 671-0392 to make your reservation)                                   

-  Prayer List ð 

Healing, Comfort, and Strength of Mind and Spirit  

Arlene Brown 

Connie Fisher  

Debbie Grosser  

Arthur Hill  

Robert Hoebich  

Victor Johnston  
Jane Lockwood  

For those Homebound and in Health Care Facilities  

Clayton Allen  

Helen Bell  
Bob Josephson  

Dot Sprague  

Laura Valente  
Rebecca York  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 28th 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Holy Week begins in only 4 short weeks! 

Please plan on beginning this very special time in the Christian year with fellowship and food  at the 

annual 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH  
 

This yearõs menu will include: bacon, eggs & home fries, quiche, bagels & cream cheese, fruit salad, 

and beverages.  In addition anyone who would like to bring something òsweetó for the buffet table 

such as doughnuts, coffee cake or brownies, is happily invited to do so.   
 

As the brunch is a church fund raiser, a free-will offering is requested. The Brunch invitation below 

may be mailed to the church office or returned in any upcoming Sunday offering plate.  Hope to see 

you there! 
 

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH 
 

When? 

Sunday March 28th @ 11:15 
 

Where? 

Downstairs, in the fellowship hall! 
 

Why? 

To fellowship!  To eat great food!  

To help support our church! 
 

Free-Will Offering  

*Please send cash or check made out to  

The United Methodist Church of Sea Cliff. 
 

**Tear off bottom and return to the church office.  

Name______________________________________________________ 

Adults____________________ Children__________________________ 

Yes! I/We will be there! ______________________________________ 

 

I/We would like to bring something òsweetó for the buffet table. (optional) 

Choose: ____ Doughnuts ____Coffee Cake ____ Munchkins ____Muffins ____Brownies 

I/We canõt make it but would love to make a donation. _____ 


